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 Chloe Ellefson’s new job as Collections Curator at a 
famous open-air historic site brings her face to face with 
a murder, a stolen artifact, a boss who seems to know 
little about running a living history museum, and an 
intriguing new relationship that just might help her 
banish the difficult memories she’s running from. 

 

And that’s only her first day. 
 

 

 

SPOILER ALERT!  Key plot points are revealed in the following questions. 

 
1.  Compelling characters need to be both vulnerable and strong.         
How did Chloe exhibit both of those traits? 

 
2.  Chloe has slightly heightened powers of perception, which occasionally 
enable her to experience strong emotions resonating in old buildings.  
Have you ever experienced anything similar, experienced some moment  
of intuition, or picked up on some unexpected vibe? 

 
3.  When Old World Murder opens, Chloe Ellefson is recovering from a 
bout of clinical depression.  Some readers have been glad to see this 
illness represented in a novel; others are uncomfortable with the topic.  
What was your reaction? 

 



	  
	  
	  

 

 
 
 

4.  Roelke McKenna exhibits a strong tendency to protect those he cares 
about—from wanting to fix his cousin Libby’s faucet to wanting to shield 
Chloe from trouble by not telling her that he was called out to the Kvaale 
House one evening to investigate signs of an intruder.  How do you feel 
about his choices, and the way the women react? 

 
5.  Chloe clashes frequently with site director Ralph Petty.  Who is at   
fault for their difficult relationship—Chloe, Ralph, or both?  Is Chloe 
making a principled stand when she disobeys his instructions, or taking    
a foolish risk?  What motivated her to speak truth at the staff meeting, 
knowing it might cost her the job? 

 
6.  In Old World Murder, cultural identity manifests itself differently in 
several characters:  Chloe, her mom, Berget Lundquist.  Do those 
differences reflect personal choices?  The era and manner in which a 
person was raised?  Some of both, or something else? 

 
7.  Roelke violated proper police procedures several times:  disobeying  
his chief’s instructions, parking in the Old World Wisconsin lot when he 
should have been patrolling Eagle, not letting dispatch know his location, 
lying to other officers, handling Joel with more roughness than required.  
Were those actions justified by circumstances?  Do they make him a 
better or lesser cop?  Was the chief’s response—giving him both a      
letter  of discipline and a citation—appropriate? 

 
8.  Joel Carlisle commits suicide rather than face the consequences of    
his actions.  In Roelke’s opinion, that made Joel “a weak bully who took 
the coward’s way out.”  Chloe believes that people who commit suicide 
aren’t necessarily cowards, and that Joel might have done what he did to 
spare Nika and his parents the public ordeal of a trial.  What do you think? 

 



	  
	  
	  

 

 
 
 

9.  Roelke took a risk by more-or-less compelling Chloe to go sky-diving.  
Would you have taken the same action?  What else might he have done? 

 
10.  The question raised in the final lines of the book – when Chloe 
receives an unexpected phone call from Markus – is resolved in the     
next book in the series, The Heirloom Murders.  If you were Chloe,       
how would you respond to unexpectedly hearing from Markus? 

 
"Clever plot twists and credible characters make this            
a far from humdrum cozy." 
     — Publishers Weekly 
 
"This series debut rolls out nicely for readers who like          
a cozy with a dab of antique lore." 
     — Library Journal   
 
"[An] engaging story of a woman devastated by a failed 
romantic relationship whose sleuthing helps her heal." 
     — Booklist 

 
Old World Murder is the first book in the award-winning Chloe Ellefson 
Historic Sites mystery series. It can be acquired from local independent 
bookstores as well as from Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and other national 
booksellers. This book is available as a trade paperback and in electronic 
form for the Kindle and Adobe eBook-capable devices like the Kobo and 
Barnes & Noble Nook. Personalized, signed copies of the paperback can    
be acquired from the author.  
 
An Old World Murder Locations Guide, introductory videos, recipes, and 
other resources can be found on this book’s page on the author’s website. 
For details click on www.kathleenernst.com/book_old_world_murder.php. 


